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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 04027 28I443Z 
ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 L-03 SCA-01 DHA-02 H-02 
/0I9 W 

II 1838 28I450Z/44 

P28I032ZJUN77 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3683 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 4027 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: CARR 

SUBJECT: LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO AMERICANS ARRESTED 
ABROAD 

REE: STATE 147704 

1 . CIVIL CASES WHERE DEPENDENT UNABLE TO PROVIDE FOR OWN COUNSEL, 

LOCAL BAR ASSOCIATION IS ASKED BY COURT TO NOMINATE MEMBER FOR GRATIS 
DEFENSE. IN CRIMINAL CASES, JUDGE HAS RIGHT TO REQUEST GRATIS LEGAL 
DEFENSE DIRECTLY OF ANY LOCAL ATTORNEY. IN NEITHER CASES DOES ATTORNEY 
Y 

RECEIVE FEE AND THUS GENERALLY QUALITY OF QUOTE PUBLIC DEFENDERS 
UNQUOTE 

LEGAL ASSISTANCE IS LESS THAN THAT PROVIDED BY PAID, PRIVATE COUNSEL. 
HOAPVER, EMBASSY HAS HAD EXPERIENCE J TH ONLY ONE INSTANCE 
WITH SUCH QUOTE PUBLIC DEFENDER UNQUOTE EOR AMCIT IN WHICH 
CHARGES WERE DISMISSED BECAUSE 

OF BLATANT ILLEGAL WIRETAP AND ENTRAPMENT. MOST EOREIGN DEEENDENTS 
HERE CHOOSE PAID, PRIVATE COUNSEL. 

PELLETREAU 
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